
 1

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    
        Also come and    

    see on display 
 

       
       Mark Reeves’s Motion GSX 

         Guy Parquette’s Reynolds Stage 2 
    Greg Gessler’s FAST Class Stage 1 
   Tom Rix’s  Jones - Benesick Stage 2   

                                     Jim Shiel’s 66 GS “Pilot” Car, 1of 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BPG 
Buick 

Horsepower 
Nationals 

Issue 
 

Race 
Show 

 
FREE 

VENDING 

A Buick Owner’s  
Worst Nightmare 

 
Stolen  

Stripped 
Dumped 

Recovered 
Justice? 

 
You Bet 



 2

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Buick Performance 
Group 

  Buick Performance Group  
  1150 West 5th Street 

 PO Box 614 
  Marysville, Ohio 43040-0614   
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Mission Statement 
 

The Buick Performance Group (BPG) is a 
non-profit membership organization 

dedicated to the performance, preservation, 
maintenance and restoration of Buick 

powered performance cars. The BPG offers 
a member focused, family oriented 

community environment that encourages 
and promotes: (1) the sharing of 

information; (2) the de velopment of new 
products; and (3) interaction and 

participation between all members. 
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The Buick Performance Group is a non-profit, 
member run organization. We value all input from 
our members, and would love to include your car, 

tech tips and any article that you would take the 
time to submit to us. 

To submit dues or articles, tips or your car for a 
feature, mail your information and pictures to this 

address: 
 

Buick Performance Group  
1150 West 5th Street 

PO Box 614 
Marysville, Ohio 43040-0614   

  
All written inquiries and payments to the B.P.G Club be made 

out to:  Buick Performance Group  
 

 
www.Buickperformancegroup.com  

“The Build Sheet” is a bi-monthly production of The Buick 
Performance Group Inc. This Newsletter is mailed in the last 
week of the odd number month that precedes the publication 
date…i.e. June-July issue mailed in the last week of May. 
Please notify the club office of changes in your mailing 
address, at least 2 weeks before the mailing date, to insure 
prompt, correct postal delivery. 
 

All pictures and information used by permission. 
Unauthorized duplication and distribution prohibited 

Copyright 2002   All Rights Reserved 
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Stolen and Recovered   
A Buick Owner Who Refused to Give Up 
By Rick Martinez 
 
  On August 5, 2004 while 
away on vacation, someone 
arrived at Willie’s Wager’s home 
in Monroe Township, NJ, around 
3 am and pushed his SUV out of 
the way to gain access to his 26’ 
box trailer which was loaded 
with tools and worst of all his 10 
second show stopping 1971 
GS455 convertible, which is all 
steel fully streetable, red with a 
white top and interior. These 
guys actually dragged the trailer 
across his front yard and made 
off with everything. What would 
you think on the odds on getting 
anything back…slim to none 
would be your best guess?  Well 
Willie is one determined guy, 
plus it helps to have some 
connections in the local law 
enforcement agencies.  
 Information was slow and seemed to be drying up until early November when Willie received a call from 
Camden, NJ PD that they have recovered his car abandon in a vacant lot. He's happy to have it back, but it’s 
missing tons of stuff. Motor-GONE, Trans-GONE, Rear-GONE, Front brake rotors-GONE, GS Hood-GONE, 71 
GS grille-BROKEN, Rear GSX spoiler and deck lid-damaged and broken. On a brighter note....top is intact, 
glass is unbroken, interior is pretty much complete, GS emblems and all still intact. Bucket seats were 
unbolted, but still in the car. Local hoodlums spray-painted their idiotic "tags" all over the car, including on the 
interior, but Willie says it can be cleaned off. Besides the spray paint there were also a few dents in the body 
panels, but nothing major. It’s a start.  
 Soon after while in his neighborhood he saw a local low life changing a rear end on a Chevelle, he 
thought this deserved a closer look. Willie went over when the guy wasn’t around and recognized that it was 
his complete rear end that was being installed! A quick call to the PD, and Willie recovered his rear and one 
bad guy got locked up! He soon squealed giving up names and locations which led police to a larger scale auto 
theft and drug ring. Unfortunately leads went dry for Willie, but he just kept up his determination with his friends 
in the local and state PD.  
 Another break came from a call from the Monroe PD in mid April of 2007, telling Willie that while on 
routine patrol an officer pulled over a suspicious pick up which had a complete engine and transmission in the 
bed. That engine and transmission was from Willie’s ’71 GS! After getting his engine and trans back, Willie 
discovered the engine was never used as it was all dusty and dirty. Seemed that the engine and trans were 
stored and never installed in a car! Needless to say more arrests followed after the recovery of the engine and 
transmission. The local and state PD are still working on the auto theft ring and hopefully Willie will recover his 
enclosed trailer. 

What was now missing from Willie’s GS was; Transmission cross member, 455 frame pads and steel 
motor mounts, 1971 grill, GS hood, front drum brake assembly, engine harness from fire wall to the engine, 
and lots of bolts, trans bolts, differential bolts for the suspension, along with other assembly bolts.  Willie is 
extremely thankful from the outpouring help of the Buick community, as many of the needed parts were 
donated to Willie, and the good news is this fall Willie’s 71 GS convertible will be back 100%!  

This is one amazing story as a pristine GS being snatched right from his house and some 2-3 years 
later, has collectively been recovered. Some may say you have a better chance at winning Lotto! 



 5

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 6

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 7

HOW TO HAND FABRICATE PARTS 
By Duane Heckman 

 
 

      What do you do if you need a part that is not reproduced, and original examples are made out of “un-
obtainium”, it’s easy you find a way to make the part yourself. 
 
      The first thing you need to do is look at the piece and determine what processes were used to create it 
originally. Next you need to figure out if you can re-create the part using low-tech alternatives that are readily 
available to you. Face it; very few of us have the money/tooling abilities to create parts like GM can, therefore 
it’s important to figure out an alternative method to create the parts we need.  
 
      The piece we are going to use for our example is the 68-72 Buick A-body 3-4 speed shifter boot-
retaining rings. This piece screws directly to the floor pan and is used for both the non-console shifter boot, and 
the lower shifter boot for the console equipped cars. To the left is a picture of the original part. From the picture 

you can see that it is a complex curved 3-
dimensional part that was stamped out of a piece of 
flat steel. Intuitively you can also tell that the metal 
must be thick enough to both retain its shape and 
hold the boot securely to the floor pan.  
 
      So the question is “How do you reproduce 
the part?’ Well I checked into it, and by using the 
traditional method of paying for dies and having it 
pressed out of steel the costs ran upwards of 
$15,000 for the molds plus so much for each piece. 
For such a low volume part this high initial cost 
basically “killed” the idea of reproducing it in volume, 
but it still didn’t answer my need to have one of these 
pieces for my car, therefore another alternative was 
needed.  
 
      Enter plan “B”, that is make it by hand. A very 
good friend had “loaned” me a nice original to use as 
a pattern, and I figured if I used it as my mold, I could 
hand form another one against it. I decided to use 
aluminum instead of steel. This would not only be 
easier to shape, but could be made thick enough to 
give the part some strength.  

 
      I started by making a cardboard template for the blanks. Because the part was so complex I oversized 
the blank inside and out to make sure I had more then enough material to form the part. This meant more time 
per piece, but I figured it would be worth it to get a good part. Next I picked out the material I wanted and cut 
out a few of the aluminum blanks.  
 
     At this point I clamped the original ring to the aluminum blank and started hand forming the part. (The 
pictures on the next page show the top and bottom views of the ring clamped to a blank.)  
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 I used a ball peen hammer and backed the ring up against a block of wood. The trick is to make sure 

the spot you are hammering is always against the wood. This helps cushion the original part and minimizes 
the amount of distortion generated from creating the repro part. The below pictures illustrate how the repro 
pieces were formed against the original part. In the left picture you can see that the vise grips are not resting 
on the wood, but are off the edges of the block. This guarantees that the part is flat against the wood. It also 
means you have to reposition the vise grips several times as you form the ring. 
 

 
 

The following picture shows the blank after the entire ring has been “hammered” into it. You can clearly 
see the location of both the edges and the holes, and the 3-dimensional characteristic of the part. 
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      At this time the excess material is 
trimmed off the piece and the holes are drilled. 
Then the edges and holes are filed down until they 
are smooth. 
 
      Now for the most important step, the 
process of making the repro part has a tendency 
to slightly distort the original piece. At first the 
distortion will not be evident, but as you continue 
to pound out more and more pieces, the steel gets 
softer and the original part distorts quicker. To fix 
this the first piece I made was kept as a “master”. 
After I make a few pieces I check the original 
against the master and bend the original piece 
back to it’s original shape as needed. Often the 
differences are minimal but it’s important to do this 
from time to time. Once the original is back to the 
correct shape I check each repro piece for 
correctness. If any need a little tweaking I clamp 
them back against the original and lightly tap them 
to the correct shape. 

 
      Below is a picture of a completed ring along with a picture of all the tools needed to create it. The 
average time it takes to make one of these pieces is around 4 hours, so its not something you will get rich 
doing, but if you need one, or want to make one for a friend, the above description will get the job done. Enjoy. 
Duane 
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1970-1972 GSX and GSX Specific Options 
By Duane Heckman 

 
     There seems to be quite a bit of confusion regarding both the 70-72 GSX and 70 GSX specific options, 
namely the GSX Ornamentation package, Front Spoiler, Rear Spoiler, and Hood Tachs. I am continually asked 
questions like “Why can’t my car be a GSX if it was built in Fremont California?” or “What do you mean my GS 
could not have come equipped with a rear spoiler, it was an option on a GS?” The answers to these questions 
are now becoming more important, due to the huge price differences between a GSX and a non-GSX, plus the 
fact that people are trying to build their cars to factory specs, therefore I decided to write this article to hopefully 
“once and for all” answer this to everyone’s satisfaction. 
 
     We have factory documentation from 3 different sources, namely Dealer Bulletins, Assembly Manuals, and 
Daily Car Reports, and they all specify that the 70-72 GSX’s, and vehicles with GSX specific options were only 
produced at the Flint Michigan Assembly Plant. 
 
     Reprinted below are examples of all three forms of documentation, with the pertinent information highlighted 
for ease of reading. 
 

 
 
              Above is a Dealer Bulletin about the availability of the  71 GSX’s, dated November 27, 1970. 
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Here is the 70 GSX info, taken from a 70 Assembly Manual, dated December 22, 1969. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

This is the 1971 GSX info, taken from a 1971 Assembly Manual, dated April 13, 1971. 
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The preceding two examples show the 1972 GSX info, and were taken from a 1972 Assembly Manual, 

dated October 18, 1971. (Note, the symbol “A” in the 1972 sheets stands for availability, and the placement 
shows the various models the options were available on.) 
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This last example shows the 1971 GSX info and was taken from the “Daily Car Report” for model 
number 43437 dated August 31, 1971, which happens to be the final day of the 1971 Production year. 
(Special Note; if you look at the top of the sheet you will notice that the GSX options were produced only at 
the Flint plant. The number of cars produced with these options at both the Framingham and Fremont 
Assembly Plants was zero.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Summary/Conclusions 
 
     All the above Factory reference material clearly states that both the 70-72 GSX’s, and vehicles with GSX 
specific options were only produced at the Flint Michigan Assembly Plant. They also state which models the 
options were available for and some list even more information. The model availability info is listed below. 
 
1970 
WE1- GSX Package (Complete), Model #44637 (GS Coupe) 
 
1971-72 
WA5- GSX Ornamentation, Model #43437 (GS Coupe) 
WA6- Rear Spoiler, Model #43437 (GS Coupe) 
WA7- Front Spoiler, Model #43437, 43467 (GS Coupe/GS Convertible) 
UB5- Hood Tach, Model #43437, 43467 (GS Coupe/GS Convertible) 
  
     The Daily Car Reports hold the true answer. These sheets are based on body styles and list the total 
number of options produced, by each production plant up to and including the date of the report. Therefore, if 
you have the sheets from the final day of production, you end up with the total number of options produced for 
the entire model year.  
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Others, and myself have copies of the actual production reports from the last day of the 1970-1972 

model years for the Skylark based Gran Sports. This gives us the exact number of GSX’s and vehicles with 
GSX options produced for each year. The option totals are listed below in a chart and are separated out by 
year and body style. (The grayed out areas show where the options were not available.) 
 

GSX/GSX Option Totals for the 70-72 Model Years (Taken from the Daily Car Reports) 

Year 1970 1970 1971 1971 1972 1972 

Model # 44637 44667 43437 43467 43437 43467 
WE1 678           

WA5     124   44   
WA6     144   72   
WA7     56 3 35 0 

UB5     71 3 29 1 
 
     With a little bit of deductive reasoning we can compile some interesting facts from the information in the 
above table, 

1. The total number of GSX’s was 678 for 1970, 124 for 1971, and 44 for 1972. 
2. The total number of GS coupes with rear spoilers was 20 for 1971, and 28 for 1972. 
3. Of the GSX’s built in 71 & 72, the maximum number that came with front spoilers was 56 for 1971 and 

35 for 1972. (This is because the option was shared between both the GS & GSX’s.) (This also means 
at least 68 GSX’s for 1971, and 9 for 1972 did not come with front spoilers.) 

4. Of the GSX’s built in 71 & 72, the maximum number that came with hood tachs was 71 for 1971 and 29 
for 1972. (This is because the option was shared between both the GS & GSX’s.) (This also means at 
least 53 GSX’s for 1971, and 15 for 1972 did not come with hood tachs.) 

5. There were at least three (3) 1971 GS convertibles produced with front spoilers and/or hood tachs, 
depending on how the options were distributed. 

6. Only one (1) 1972 GS was produced with a hood tach, and none were produced with a front spoiler. 
 
     The hope is that this article will give the readers a better understanding of how the GSX and GSX options 
were distributed from the factory and finally puts this matter to bed. However, even with this amount of proof, I 
still have my doubts that everyone will believe the facts. 
 
     Someday, if the microfilm is ever found for the 1971-model year, and someone takes the time to dig through 
the 1970-1972 microfilm we will know the exact numbers of GSX’s produced with each option, but until then 
this is as close as we can get to the actual numbers. 
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The Board of Directors are pleased to provide the following information about hotels in the Heath/Newark area 
for the 2007 BPG Buick Horsepower Nationals. There are a wide variety of hotels from which to choose. All are 
within 10-15 minutes of National Trail Raceway. 
 
Hampton Inn - HOST MOTEL 
1008 Hebron Road 
Heath, OH 43056 
740-788-8991 
800-HAMPTON 
800-426-7866 
Use ‘BUI’ for ordering. Rate is $75 + taxes. 
http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/h...tyhocn=NEHHHHX 
 
This is the newest motel in the area. Situated in the center of the “strip” within walking distance of restaurants 
and shopping center. Additional trailer parking will be provided in the Kroger parking lot next to the motel. 
Security will be provided by the Hampton Inn for the vehicles parked in the Kroger and motel lot. NO PETS. 
 
Quality Inn 
733 Hebron Road 
Heath, OH 43056 
740-522-1165 
1-877-424-6423 
Rate is $65 + taxes. 
http://www.choicehotels.com/ires/en-...ult=1&nchild=0 
 
This is an older “ex-Holiday Inn” with over 100 rooms. It has a courtyard layout with outdoor pool, restaurant 
and bar. A very short walk to the Cruise In. Sort of reminds you of a Holidome without the dome. Plenty of 
trailer parking on site. No additional security. Pet friendly. 
 
Holiday Inn Express 
773 Hebron Road 
Heath, OH 43056 
740-522-0770 
877-270-6397 
No Rate Offered 
 
This motel did not offer us a good group rate. Their advertised rates for August were over $100 but were willing 
to give us an $89 rate provided we guarantee purchase of 20 rooms. We did not put up the guarantee. The 
motel is adjacent to the Quality Inn. A short distance from the Cruise In. NO PETS. 
http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/ex/...lsearchresults 
 
Econo Lodge 
1266 Hebron Road 
Heath, OH 43056 
740-522-6112 
No Rates. 
http://www.choicehotels.com/ires/en-...ult=1&nchild=0 
 
A small Econo Lodge with standard services. Limited trailer parking with no additional security. About ½ mile 
from the restaurants, shopping, and Cruise In.  Pet friendly. 
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Super 8 
1177 South Hebron Road 
Heath, OH 43056 
740-788-9144 
1800-800-8000 
 No Rates. 
http://www.super8.com/Super8/control...Avail&rate=000 
 
Located about 1 mile from the center of Heath. We did not pursue getting a rate from the motel.  Pet friendly 
 
Best Western – Lakewood Inn 
122 Arrowhead Blvd. 
Hebron, OH 43025 
(740) 928-1800 
No Rates. 
http://local.yahoo.com/details;_ylt=...cb=KcrUesezDK7 
 
This is a 70 room motel located immediately off the I70 exit 129. New in 1999, they are in the process of 
switching from the Amerihost chain to the Best Western. Rates were not available. This motel is 7 miles from 
the Heath area. 
 
Red Roof Inn 
I-70 at Lancaster Road/SR 37, Exit #126 
10668 Lancaster Road Southwest, Hebron, OH 43025 
Phone: (740) 467-7663 
No Rates. 
http://www.redroof.com/reservations/...px?searchtype= 
 
This motel is located at I-70 exit #126, the same exit as National Trail Raceway. The track is 2 miles from the 
motel and 10 miles from Heath. This is a truck stop motel located directly across from a TA truck stop. Exit 
#126 consists of truck stops and gas stations. 
 
 
There are many other places to stay in the area. The following link will highlight those in the Newark/Heath 
area. We considered “The Place Off the Square” in Newark. It is in an attractive “town square” setting 3 miles 
from Heath owned by the Longaberger basket company. However, it is the only Hotel/Motel in the area. This is 
something to consider for 2008. 
http://keyword.netscape.com/ns/boomf...io_lodging.htm 
 
 
It is the intent of the BPG to give those attending as much information about the area as becomes available. 
The BPG is working with the Licking County Convention and Visitors Bureau to make your trip to National Trail 
Raceway as pleasant as possible. We have chosen Heath because of its convenience, location to the track, 
and services available. 
 
National Trail Raceway is about 20 miles east of Columbus on old U.S. Highway 40, one mile north of 
Interstate 70 at the Kirkersville exit. From Columbus, take I-70 to Highway 158 north and follow the signs, or 
take I-70 to Highway 37 north to U.S. Highway 40 and follow the signs.                                                                    
  
Regarding the distance to all of the hotels, which are fairly grouped close together. If you Map Quest the 
distance from the Host Hotel to National Trail Raceway, located at 2650 National Road SW, Hebron, Ohio you 
will find it just over 8 miles.  We hope that the map on the proceeding page will also be helpful.  
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Detailed map, vicinity of National Trail Raceway, Hebron, Ohio 
Host Hotel, Hampton Inn, Heath, Ohio 

Map Quest distance between the two is 8.42 miles 
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